
October 9,2000 

Federal Election Commission . 

999 E Street NW _ .  

Washington, DC 20463 

Michael E. Pohl 
157 Brookfield Street 

Manchester, Connecticut 06040 
860-646-7568 

Dear Federal Election Commission, 

I hereby file an Official Complaint with the Federal Election Commission for violation of 
Federal Election Law by the American Legion Department of Connecticut and the Robert 
Simmons for Congress, 2"d District Connecticut Campaign Committee. 

'J 

The violations in particular are: 
1. The Connecticut Legionaire Newspaper, the Official Newspaper of The American . 

Legion Department of Connecticut, Volume 6, Number 3, Fall 2000 issue, ran a full 
page advertisement for Robert Simmons for Congress without the required disclaimer 
stating who paid for this advertisement. 

The American Legion is an organization chartered by the United States Congress and 
as a part of of the American Legion Constitution it stipulates that the American 

, Legion is a non-political organization. Listing the caption "One of our own," without 
the legal disclaimer constitutes 'endorsement by this non-political organization and 
violates not only United States Election Law but the very charter issued to this 
organization by the United States Congress. 

As a Citizen of the United States of America, I hereby request an investigation by the 
Federal Election Commission. As an outraged Past Commander and current member of 
the American Legion, who believes in fairness and the American Legion abiding by our 
non-political mandate, I hereby request that you issue the harshest penalties under the law 
against the American Legion Department of Connecticut its Chairman, Publisher and 
Editor of the Connecticut Legionaire and the Robert Simmons for Congress Committee. 

-. * 

It is one thing when an organization like the American Legion encourages its members 
and the community to exercise their constitutional duty and right, but it is a totally 
different thing when an organization like the American Legion engages in partisan 
politics. The later is not to be tolerated if the American Legionis to survive. 

Respectfully, 

. Michael E. Pohl 
' '.. . 
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As' a stormy 'dawn broke over the 
Normandy beaches on June 6, 1944, 
thousands of Allied soldiers fought 
their way on shorci against German 

1.6No.3 FALL2000 

defenden'in history's largest invasion, 
while o m  dropped by parachute into . 
German-held French villages, and na- 

(Continued on page'7) 
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2 ':?Legion :=== Elects Ray Smith 
;z;;< as-# ; .Cd  - r 3  National Commander 
I-:: _ .  ' $5 , ~ ~ k n i e r i c a n  Lciion National Convention took place in Milwaukee 
SYWsconsin, Scpteniher through 7Ih. The convention concluded Thurs- 
goyfa Rx! G. Sinitli of North Carol,ini being elected to skrve as Na- 
tional CDmiiimder until  the 2001 Convention in San Antonio. Texas. 

; ,$%&onnccticut delegation, led by Immediate P e t  Department Com- . 
mGder Evcrclt Shepard, was comprised of 29 acti$e Legionnaires. Serv- : 

ing'.on Natibn:il Conyention Committees were !he following: 
Don Beckwith (,hmericanism), Dean Thompson (Children'& Youth), 

' 

PDC Charlie Haas (,Constitutional Amendmend), Robeh.DeCarl4 (Cre- 
dentials & Oher Inicthl Matters). Senior Vice Commander Edward Barry 
(Membership I. Cheryl DeCarlo (Employment & Veterans' Preference),' 
Ch&es Berry (Other Economic Matters), Treasurer'Gerald. Dierman (Fi- 
nance). PDC I'ri~nti IIcAngelo (Foreign Relationsd, and Edward,Cainey 
(Legislation t'k Rules). On the various National Security Sub-Committees 
wen? Le6 .\loran (Aerospace), PDC Gus Williams (Defense Civil Pre- 
paredness). Historian Boyd Saxton (Law .& Order), Wayne Morgan (Mer- 
chant Marine ), Charles Schempp (Military), and Tim PerFqtti (Naval); 
Seeing on Wcrans Affairs & Rchabilitation wee: Fred Stockman (CIaimtA, 
'8: Rating); :uid PDC Joe Mardu (Hospitals & Medical Services). -.. 

{Qther delegates were Department Commander W. Frazier Brinley, NEC'',- . 
Richard Anderson, Alternate NEC K. Robert Lewis, Adjutah Hugh Gra- .. 
ham, PDC Rill Lucas, PDC Joe Tarrant, J.D. Powell, Andrew Barylski, 

,M$y Reardon. and Phil HaddN. I r n r n e ~ a t e g s ~ g ~ ; ~ ~ ~ - ~ s ~ ~  

?.The new National Commander se*ed on active duty in the United 
Staks Air Force from September 1951 'to Septembkr 1955. The day after.' 
his discharge from active duty, Ray joined Banner American Legion Post 
lOe..of Benson, NC, where he is a life member and served four terns as 
Commander. Ray served' as NC Department' Commander in 1979-1980 
and-as National Vice Commander in 1988- 1989. He has also been Chair- . 
man of his Department's Internal Affairs Commission, Americanism Com- 
mission and Children & Youth Commission..Ray has also served at the. 
National level as a member of the National Contest & Supervisory Com- 
mittee, the Aiiiericanisin Commission, the Veterans' Planning and Coordi- ' 

nation Com!iiittee, h e  Policy Coordination and Action Group and as Chair- 
man of the Americanism Commission and the Economic Commission. 

,,$Jew!. LgOntaine s e s d  as P a r a c ' e - C h a s Q ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  tiqnal Convention Sgt-at-Arms. . :  

' 

Ne.W London was crowned cham- 
pion of the 73"' Annual Connecticut 
Departpent American Legion Baseball 

. Tournament by defeating Rockville, 
12- 1, August 7 at Fuessenich Park in 
Torrin'gton. 

It .was the fourth state title for New 
London. which Inst copped top laurels 
in':1987: New London won it the hard 
way dropping its opening tourney game 
to Rockville. 6-0, and then having to 

: win six straight io the double-elimina- 
, tion tohament. New London moved 
' . on'to @e Northeast Regional in West 

Warwick, R.I. where they won three of 
four gknes before losing to Hamilton 
(N.J.), 8-0. in thc finals. 
. Jay Metzger. Rockville, was the 

' State Tournament MVP. Other major 
award winners were Bobby Ashton, 
Waterford, Outstanding Pitcher; and., 
Alex Aimetti, Waterford. highest bat- 
ting average, 345. Named to the All- 
Tournkent team were Mike Evans, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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,Mdp&dy&*end~th&,d 

'what it $ likk to a F r u i t  at the,siate 
Pol& Training 'Academy. l&ated.in 
Sio+;'IjreprOgramwasdesignedtocre 
ate g.reai ense of what it is like to be'a ' 
state P&+ TKWW, for those intemted 
$ puysiig a law'enfoxement &mer. . 

. :.' Thigwas the inaugural week of 
the, :p <4gr a m which P6.s t C o m 
mandecEberett .Shepard .hopes will 
be ?p on-going program'which will, 
give"0pportunity to eleventh year . . . .: . .  

$ h @ & w ; $ & w - h  ...:-- v v* 2 ,:'..*I4 d+ . .  --+...-y %+!j 
" a q . , .  :, . 
1 ' The week was Aything but a walk. 
in the .piirk or sumnibr camp.' Their . 

week s*.with a burly S t a ~  Trooper 
in a rather loud voice encouraging the 
new State Police Cadets to get their 
gear and fall in. 
' To all of them he was to be Mom 
and Dad for *e next week. For the 
parents that were p-nt at, the start of 
their week it was reminiscent of that 

their fmt  taste of what an inspection 

when.a Trooper eturned to $e brief- . ,; 
ing area with ceU, phones and .&pes. 

Host-of "Rydity Cheks" 
The'first day was filled with a host 

of real@ checks. '?here w e  ''Yes. Sir? 
* .  . .Morning came 

' c l y  with515 a.m. 'eveille followed, 
by room @spection. *. 
,;: ,Tea&work'was the word of the 
week. S,hple chores as, making ones 

ge@ng?the ~ m . i k a d y ~ f o r ~ ' k p e e  
don reqriiiesthe mperation of room-. 
'mates. Push ups.and.PT were a daily 

, i Week's 'end pr@xl to all how fai ' 

they had prdgressed in respect to their 
own physical development, which was 
quite noti.wble. 

Themwere hom',spent in practic- 
ing drill and ceremonies. T h i s  was the 
first chance that the cadets'had to see 
how well they performed as a team. 
Trooper James Scott of the Bethany 
Barracks .displayed the patience of a 
saint. At.the end of the week the ca- 
dets lwked good. and felt good as they 
presented themselves for graduation. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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. 
first day of boot C A P .  The cadets got . 

was like. The iesults were apparent * .  

&,d WNb ,'Ma?'&,W .' 

, ; 1 
bunk up &a pqribed m ~ e r  as well . .  

+tine. :,, * .* .::; . 



.. .: Co+de, I commend you for yc 
Y coymitmjt! . 

,?+ . . ; Cu+,ntly,,ptsi1ive commitme, 
=! : &d [eespqses haw come froin Arne 

. . canism, Bpebg .  Cliildren ?nd You 
VA and&.,Mid Winter Conferenc q i  i Conventii, Finance, lnternal Affai 

!. Publica$$ns. l?eponnel, our .Web S 

9 :. $ p u g g  thespast year, Team 24 
Ca$l,+:%+ qfmiles, visitjrik 

. .:.% k i m y  pbsts and Lcgionnaiks as PI 

S C  . j:yd.Meyb,ership. . . . .  

3:' , ,. . :, 1 i , 

..... R I.. ..................... 

e Robert I..cwis - 5th District 
; .. 
;. -Publisher - 

... . .  -Editor- 
, Edward Ziobron - 7th District 

$illiim PomTret - 7th District 

. -Commission Members- 
. :,:Ed Phillips - 1st District 
$John White - 1st District 
Wallace Bassett - 2nd District 
.Edward Carney - 2nd District 

C61es "Skip" Chpp - 3rd District 
!.Dennis hnger - 4th District 
'K, Robert Lewis - 5th District 
.;;David Sceley - 6th District 

f ' Charles Berry 

-i ._ . .  

. 'i' 

. 

I I.. 

. . 

.I 
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' r:. . .i. , 
. R-' -Advisors - 

....... EdBany 
. . .-  > Everett Shepard. I11 

c: :;. Erwin Williams 

-madder: W. Frazier Brinley 
.:Adjutant: Hugh C. Graham 
.?. Website by Stan Reichlin 

, ' (20 Bill Ponifret 
. . 55 Gleeson Road 
. Middlciown. CT 06457 
.Authiirizwiii:i No. 053235 I -RBS 

. .  

. :  . . ' Mailing Address: ' 

. . . . . .  @bli?;lad Qu:incrly 

sible. We learned that personal conpct 
wai the key to knowledge. Pesonal 
contact bmugtit more members to post 
meetings Persond'contt$t assisted in 
member renewals' and new 'sign.upq: 

Last year, you .found thatkri2wl- : 
edge :.and co~un ica t ion :  
the..$SOO:OO R 

structions.;, even as you read% this 
newspaper, changes are being made; 

'Today, you.i?an down load ouc.offc-. 
ers Guide and Manual of Ceremonies 
and even. this newspaper. . 

Special initiatives to Reserve and, 
National Guard Centers will k,'con- 
tinued .... We will remind all our ser- . 
vicemen that they are "Veterans," too! 
.We will roll.out the red carpet! We will ' 
use the "Welcome Wagon" 'approach 
and work 'with .and along Side, Arm& 
Forces'RecruiterS. . . . .  I . . . . . . .  

,.. ::.Do.you.have a recruiter in yobr ' 
.town? Is~tM,recllui~ra,member.of The 
iAmefi& kgi&fl ~..~ot,*why:not?! i 

-:*p. : . 4, : ... 
' I ;.: qw ulcmate:ch+llihge:.ii 200 1 1s 1 
€0 plan. for. the':futlire.'ho have fun. ' to ' 

. .  
? .  

- '1.. * ... 

..... beksit ivekd .....- av.... .. l."...,. to .... inc&aie .a! MEMBER- i ,,,. f$  ...... . r . i .  ',.. I. . . . .  

-9s * 

and. g@s' for -2000,; 2OOl~ait Ma$:: 

. . . .  
. . . . .  ..:~...r.i~r..ri.J,! As-com..an~~r, .... ..;.L.,.*> my;;,.qr .... r.l.-...* .... i;. - ? : .... ... 

i _. a .- . . . . .  . . .  .ink:. :. ..- ......... :.. . . . . . . . . . .  
A ,candidate for be  National.P& 

I .  liceofficer of-the Ye&. .. ': ; . .  . 

boys' and 40 counselors.. 
' ~ ; ~ o y s '  state PrOgram.+ith 40. 

. .  !.$' . 
' An American Legion State Pol$e: 

Youth Week with 40 Juniors. i ' 
' 100 95 Consolidate Report'. 

Form.. .reporting 
A 2001 Americanism A w a r i i d  

IO0 applications for post awards ..: 
Raising $30,000 for the ChiId 

Welfare Foundation. (Raising $1 .OO for 

' The 28Y Constitutional Amend- 

An Amencad Legion Family Day 

And a successful American. Le 
gion Family Walkathon weekend! . 
. . ' I have A Dream! AU District Tes- . 
timonials and Installations will be held : 
on Thursday and. Fnday nights of OG. i 

. . .  ., .: ! 

. Congktulations to New London 
Post 9, State Baseball Champion ayd ~ 

Northeast Regional RunnerLup. ' I : 
. Sept..22Smd Down 2000, Rocky ; 
Hill Vet&ks Home and Hospital . : 

Oct. 12-15 theWallthatHealswil1 I 
be at-Norwalk's Veterans Park. ' : 

Oct. 13- 15 National Commande&- 
Homeoming. 

Oct. 15 - 19 Fall Meetings, India- 
napolis'. . 

Oct. 20 - 22 National President's ' 

Homecoming. 

2. . 

every Connecticut Legionnaire). . .  

rnent to prqtect our Flag . 

ataConnEticutRe;sqrt ' ... '. . 

2001 Convention Weekend. 

' 

... . . .  . .  . . .  

(&d~eyn,downkwd emblems.and other items for use with your computer to 
-. entiance'documents or flyers. 

. . '. 
'i .. ? 

. _  

I 

. ,  



PtONER AIM RD: Tlic American kgion DepaAment of Connecticut has a new, vibr- I 
Pod thanks IO the foresight and commitment of several veterans such as Tony La Rocm :. 
who saw the i r c w l  for (I Post umong a very vetere heavy population in their cornmunib. , 
National \/ice Comrnmder Robert Neville and Department Commander Everett G. .. 
Shepard I l l  present the "Pioneer Award" to Tony Lci Rocca on behalf of Nation@ 
Co+nder Alan Lance in recognition of the outstanding effort and dedication exhibited' 
in @viding commdeship to the residents of his'cotimunity. 

, 

' .  .: 

'. High and Ennobling Ideals . . ._ 
. .  By K. Robert Lewis, Alternate NEC. . .  

' I had the privilege recently to bring 
the greetings of the National Organi- 
zation to those attending a District in- 
stalktion. In my remarks I noted that 
Legionnaires have met the require- 
men@ to be eligible to belong to this 
g&t community of veterans by the 
. verjijfact that they, you and.1, have all 
..stood the'test of military service'ind 
.proved our mettle. 

i:In short I stated that the.'.'Qualirv. 
goes In bef ore the name PO , es on ", tak- 
ing..the phrase from a.Motorola adver- 
tiement -. which I attributed mistak- 
enly to Ford. The quality of perform- 

' ingone of.the greatest callings any,free. 
citi-pn can - protecting and enhancing, 
the:freedoms of the nation and the 
,world- affords veterans a perspective 
toward citizenship that is probably 
unique. That may be why veteransare 
among the highest demographic group 
when it comes to answering a differ- 
ent call of citizenship - voting. 

.'At the Installation program, which 
encompassed charging both Post and 
DisMct officers,' a friend of mine had 
just been charged with his duties as 
Post Judge Advocate. Included in that 

-chyge were words that struck a cord 
within me . .' keeping alight the torch 
of truth and fidelity that symbolizes the 
High and Ennobling Ideals under 
which our great American Legion was 
founded. Protect wisely that Heritage.". 
These are powerful and poignant 
words. One ofthe greatest of these ide- 
als,is to practice an active citizenship. 
Participating in our democratic process 
and *cognizing that there is a distinct 
diffeience between politics and citizen- 
.ship,<.and in those all to common in- 
. staiices where the two collide and Le- 
giohaires must make a choice, citizen- 

. ship,must prcvail. We must uphold the 
high' and ennobling ideals that not 

,'only 'created The American Legion, 
but first and foremost created the 
foundation of America. 

.*. . 

We seem to be at the cr6ss&ads of 
our.National Identity.; in the opinion of 
many what ;we.as Americans believe 
and what wi as a Nation espouse 'is at' 
stake. Again, citizenship must pievail' 
over politics. Blessed with the strong', 
and tested mettle of veterans, we mht.1 
press all eligible.AnieriGads tci&gistkr i 
and to vote, being ever mindful , h t  it 
is existence of a ballot c&t that counh; : 
not.how it is cas(.Ag&n, we mustedu:. 
cate Americans hnd ,ourselves on the:: 
issuei that Legioiina+:find impo&nt, 
such hoioring our national & e t -  ' 

, ment p , o ~  veteqs;  National Defense 
and Americanism. . 

. We as j veterans have, met the. '+: ; 
quiremend to be a Legionnairk'prov-i: 
ing that the quality does indeed go in.: 
before the naqe'goes on. .. ' .  .. ' ': : .; 

. We have stood tall for America in' 
her time of.need, to defend our dem*- 
racy; is any election any different, can' 
we do any less than our utmost as ' 
Americans? Let us all remember. to. 
practice the High and Ennobling Ide- 
als' under which our great American 

. .. . , -  . .  . , . ., , . . , . . 2 -  , 

Legion was founded. Vote. .. . 

American. Legion 
GroupExemption . , 

. .  :. ' 'Niunber. . (GEN) ' . ': 
. 'The American Legion has been. 

w e  given an exemption from payment I 
of federal income tax for those Depe-  ; 
ments ,and Posts designated annually, 
in a listing submitted to the IRS. The: 
annual list covers all current and new 
Posts and Departments. 

All Posts and Departments use the' 
same Group Exemption Number, 
(GEN).au,thorized under section 501(c). 
19 of'the Federal Tax Code. That. 

. .. number 'is' 0925. . .  

' ACHIEVEMEm Jaines Lacoursier; Commander John, C o l k  Prince Post9 in New 
@nabn.is pmsented the John Spain Plaque by Past Department Commander John Spain 
in , kwgnition.of ,.a,. . . Post 9 achieving five consecutive years of quota-plus . .  membership., 

C ,St.: John Receives National Recognition . 
1- . .:. -; Past Depahent  Co-hder Arthur G. St. John, who has received 
' . 1 &kolahes for production of Veterans Voice, the outstanding Newsletter' 
,,I. : 'o€.Post 44 Bantam, has been recognized individually for his diional 
.:.' ' 'wwess by the National Ameriqn Legion Press Association (NALPA). 
:. St, John's editorial " Meaning of our Holidays Lost to Fun and $$$" was . 
:'. judged.=' the Second Place w b e x  in categoj. &A. original Editorial, in 

. .  

. .  . . . .  

. : . Prime Rib; ,Chicken.Marsalu, Aepetizers, Desserts , 

The American egion. Department of Connecticut. _ .  . .  ' 

' lickets: $30.00 . . . .  . . .  . .  
I -  . .  

, " ' Please e checks payable to: .. ! . .. 

. .  . .  
, ... .i. . 
:.. . . !, 3 

't. .: . ._. 
. , .  . 
. .  

, .. , .. . '. . . .. . .. . .. .. 

. ':I. i 
. .  

. C  

.. . 

. .  Deadline . for resenlations is October 25,.'2000. 
. I. NO. TICKETS SOLD' AT THE DOOR':. . . .. 

.- Not'respon$ble for'late mail service. .. . 

List.nhmes and, dinner choices. :. , 

, ' 

. Send Resewations to:. . :... .+ . ,.:: 

.:. Gerald Diemq.Reservation Chairman : :: . 

. ,. . . . .ioi South street; Second,Floor 

Reserved _. . I .. tablesof IO'must be purchased at one time. 

'._ :.: .Total.of $30ibO must accompany . reseniations, ..:. .. . ,.. . . . . 

. .. . 
. .  

. .  . ,  . . . . .  . .  
. .. . 

. . _  . . , U 0 S . S . M .  F N  . ' . . e  ' .... * .. . 

.: . West Harfod CTO6110 . . : .'. 

:. 'Please include: Post #, Unit #, District.#, 
. . Nqme, Address, TowdCity. and q p  



.I.. :.w~:w& &ently ..hoiiord by the Connecticut 

. . . . . .  .::.Sailors .). .. +ss@ztion. .-.I. 

I" 3.":. 2: CQNN-*DESA Honon,Thom 
4 ,+.. . :. g %  . :.: ?.bom . . .  .$$ afJNerkdwski, a Pearl Harbor su& 

-3 Badett'PoSg89.Et Haven American Legion, was hono&,at.a'k&nt meetin 
':'$ c$ONN$'pA, ;the Connecticut Chapter Destpykk-Escort Sailors Aswcii 

. .  . .  ... , . .  . . .  
.---. L-3 ;tie#; 3 :@;' -2, 
7.: ' +b!, 

. ,--.: !@h$promim $;is licld ;II thc United, States Navd'and'Mkine,Corp . .  reserv 
var$A~ct~ue. Ncw Haven. 
i was given by CONN-DESA ChapIain'H& Wheeler. The ma& 

eremoni$ in6tluced the honored guesk; Thorn@ Nerkowski, Captain Ba 
fMorg&: and kcyiiote speaker Dr. John Gambardella; first Lieutenant 14t 

~cIII~~'I~L:~I~IuII Flying Tigcrs. Greetings were given by DESA Aul 
11 A~IICIIL! I ' ~ I~CI . I I IO .  I ' K W I I I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I ~ S  of the proclamations WCE prc 
kiifl,lhthir;; Morgan to thc recipiants. ;. 

Immitlcc cotisislcd of Albert Pearce; Chairman, John Gust, Edwar 

I 

I '  

. . . .  

..ii . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

~j$gedto;&~u success by all who attended 

... .... . . .  
. .: :( : . .  . . .  15.. . . . . .  

. .  

. .  
..-I.._, 

. i '  

. .  

... 

li 
' I. : 

.. - . . . . . . . . . . .  . r. . . . . . .  
... ' . .  :. 

. .  . ._ . r '  :The 'A&~-ik,m,,]C 
B q o , n - S ~ ~ & ~ ~ G o l ~  

y Invites kl Legionnaire-s to:attend The.Annual Veteran's . 

000from.830- 11 AM . 

e <A,merican Legion;. . ::. :.- '. 

-Rebvzini 'Posf'M8,'Guaford 
d Me&& invite Post #20O.m~bers and Veterans ' 

1 .to visit &meetiG&d see what the Post and Legion has to offer. 
':,'.:;.;. Mp'hs held the 9 5 t  TueSpay of.the:,Month at the Knights of Co- . .; . . 

. . . . . .  



nstead Post 43 Preparing for. 
+Bike Week% October . . . . .  

. .  

kFlag display at Post 43, Winstead, isunde;\iay with help 
n-members. SAL Squadron 43 (newly c h e r e d )  member 
with assistance from Post 44's Jirri.Ostran&r, Post 122 

i, unaffiliated Korean W q  Vet- John C o c h  hd Post 
. b& Rich Kimberly and Mike Schieb are among those preparing the' . .  

. . .  
for our Flag display.' resident underst&d ,the 
American' Legion lc+ly, lshte. and . .  wide: ,&d 

. . .  

. .  . . . . . . . .  . I*:'. , , , !  :.,; . . . . . . . . . . .  . . ' : , , .  . ;$,it c$knously to incieFe, the current Detachmen!; .per capita.dues be- 
.xi&i& i@002.bm its.current.$2.00 to $3.00? The.funfis received from @e.one 

;. $/.f ;, i, qt. c 
Increased - DelegGes at.&e recent Detachment S,A,Li, Converi; 

~~$,$$lirr;in$gase~pill be. forwarded .to the Child Welfare, Found.ation as: ,the 
' i;::G&tachmeih committment of annual giving. This means;that combinedIwith the 
:: .?:.Nional &essment of. $2.00, Squadrons,will be requ*d:to submit upline in 
1 . ;sf 2002 VdGyond $5.00 per member to Detachment Hedqueers,  . . .  : . . .  

rican Legion, Kiltonic , 

new of&ers for 2000-200 1. The. 
new officers. are: Commander . 

.$Mr. CGles J:iTufts, Senior Vice ' 

$Comn$der Mr. Philip C. . 
,%Wache; Junior 'Vice-Corn- . 
.$ mandcr Mr: Jack Osakowicz, 
.:. .5. Post Adjutant Mr. Charles E 
k Roehliost Chaplain Mr. Alton 
 HOW^+, Post Finance Officer 
$.Mr. William Lepper. Post 
.::- SargentlAt-Arms Mr, Chester A 
$ Strachei and out going Com- ' 
? m@d$:Mr. Charles J. Dix has 
:? bekn elected as Post Historian. 
? The'above newly elected 
3:  officers have assumed their 
2;' posts &.of July 1, 2000. 

#.,< 

. . I i : ' .  . 1 

..- . :  
. . .  

PAST NA.TZONAL VZCE COMMANDERiE$in a. %US? Wifiiams (R)&s.corts ... 
Department Commander-elect W Erazier Brinl&$t&%&&n for h & c h g e  der@g the. .... at 11 am. Commander Williams' home 
2000 Instalkatwn ce'Cm0"y. ' ' . :' ' . ~ ~ . ( P ~ t ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ e ~ - a o ~ i ~  Anderson) :.::. .. : .phone is (2@) 735-3840. . . .  . . .  ;:..-. . .  , 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . .  

. .  
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DEP&tTMEAT HISTORIAN Boyd Saxton (L). npnsenting Commander BrinlG,," is ' 
joined by Depurtment Bnseball Committee c o - c h a l k  Gene Skz imi  in pnsentingthe I 
trophy for the ZOO0 American Lqion Baseball Department Champion to Coach Tom 
Vivenito of tiic New Lmrdon American Legion bpeball team following New London's 
victory over Piis1 14 Htickw'lle in the championship game held in Torrington. ' ' 

New London Wins Baseball Crown . .  
(coitinued f ioni  page I )  

New.London, 113; Alex Aimetti, Waterford, 2b; Jamie Verab, Naugatuck, 3b; ' 

Chuck Lelek. New London, ss; Jay Lapointe, Rockville, of; Mike Buswell, 
Trumbull, of: Bob Broesler, Meriden, of; Mike Leonard, Rockville, c and pitch- 
ers Tommic Major. New London; Bob Ashton, Waterford; and Jay Metzger, ! 
Kockville. 

..:South Windsor won the second annual Junior Division Baseball Tournament I 
downing Orange, 6-3, August 8 at Middletown's'Palmer Field. The Junior Divi- ' 

ysiocbega;;' piny with four.teams in. 1999. as s u e e r  t h e . ' p ~ g r ~ ; g r e ~ ~ ~ . ~ l ~ , ~  
s q d  with all teams participating in the single-elimination format. 

Department's 2000 recipient to receive a$1000American Legion Baseball Schol- .: 
arship. This scholarship is awarded to an American Legion player in each depart- ; 
merit who best demonstrates leadership, citizenship, character, scholarship aiid .: 
financial need. 

. Brian graduated from Amity Regional Senior High School with a 3.84 grade :: 
poiht average. In September, he joined the freshman class at Fairfield University . 
where he is majoring in computer science. Brian was presented the scholarship 
pri6r to the Junior Legion title game in Middletown. . 

The Baseball Committee announced that its first "Hot Stove: Baseball Ban- 1 
quet will be held Friday evening, Januay 19, 2001 at the Radisson Hotel. "d;; 
Convention Center in Cromwell. More details will be forthcoming. 

State Department Chairman George Pawlush notes that the deadline date for .I 
acFpting new team applications is Dec. 1. 2000. The target date for returning. ' 
teams from 20oO is Jan. 1,2001. 'This date is approximately two months earlier 
than'in previous years," Pawlush pointed out.""Ile major reason is possible kine'. 
realignment. We need to know what teams will be back in the fold before we c@ '. 
begin discussing new zone arrangements." 

Last year there was inequity throughout the state in zone size with Zone XV.; 
(Fairfield County), the largest, having 11 teams while Zone VII (New Londonj; 
Area), the smallest, having six teams. Last year Connecticut American Legion:,:; 
Baseball had its largest turnout event fieIding 71 senior teams. 

-'The State Baseball web site continues to grow in popularity. Catch the lais$ 
-.... (4 

. . 
'Brian Gainbardella of Orange Post 127 has been chosen as the Connecticut 

, .  

' 

. ... : . . I  

s- baseball news by clicking in at www.ctalbb.com. 
_ .  

, 

, Members of rhr New London American Lgion bnrcbautemn hoist the 2oDoAmerican Leg&' 
. Deparrtment Championship bannerfollowing their victory in the championship game. 

for Richard," said Roland Larnothe, command& of the Bnstol post. Members of 
the Legion donated blood and their time to help out with the drive, he said. . 
' Andekon was state commmander.of the Americh Legion in 1998 and received 
Post..2; C o k d e r  of the Year award twice. .He was a frequent blood donor 
him&f and when his medical care required that he redeive-several units of blood. 
it w& his wish to hold a blood drive. . . : . . :. .: . . " - 
': .:$:Was one of the most unselfish thiigs I!d ever'heard of," Lamoth said. 

Anderson had hoped to be on hand when the bl@ drive  as conducted, but fate 
hadotherplaxk. 1 . : . 
: hinothe said he wis very pleased at the S u d s s  of the blood drive. 
:;-: '!For the Legion, I want to thank everyonewho.c~e;" he said. 

' 

. .. . . : .. '. . .  ..- . * . .  

addition they .had instruction in the' safe operation of 8: e i s e r  'at the driving 
facil$y in Colchester. . 

' $, S& Steven& trainixig officer for the Acdmy,  tried &as much aS he 
&uld.which paralleled the training the 'hopek'go through for a 30-week pe- 
nod.!. . .  

. _  1:. While the pro&'k run"much like a modif+ boot camp the cadets c k e  
ith thehowledge that they need to decide jf thisis a career for them. . 

graduation ceremobies,which was attended liy over 100 people four schol- 
&hips were awarded. The f k t  scholarship awarded was iq m e  amount of $500. 
l.$vhikh. was k e d  for 'hoper Ru+ell BagshawiTrao~  Bagshaw was ?led in 
thelineofduty in 1991.. . :., 

-.: . y e t  T i o t h y  Roy w e  this years receipt Post 72 Southington sponsored 
Cadet.Roy. Cadets' William'She~..mansky and Trevor Reilly each received the 

. Conhandants award .in the of.$250.. Shemansky was' sponsored by Post 26 
Stafford Springs'and Post 19 Willi&antic sponsbred Reilly. Cadet Shemansky 
also received the Commanders award in the amount of $250. 

. I .  

. .. . . . . a , .  ' . ' . .. . .*... .... . 

' : 

' 

. ;;- 

:ab-. . :-Glaqfbnbury.Post 56'1,'; . ' .  .$p. ; 'I. , , .E<$, - . '  
' 

. .r~: . Any member wishin& transfer. to Post 56 ih Glastonbury is wel- 
:$&me. .Meetings are'held.:on.the:second 'Ibisday of .&ich month from 

i -f7:30 to 8:30 PM.POst,:56.d& not meet.d+gJuly.hd August. Post 
*dues $20.00 per year. Pokt56 is located on Route 17, heading south . . _  . .  . .. * 

- 

- I l l .  . .  

. .  .. . 3 h m  Glait+bu;); cent&.. '. 
:' Commander Richard Domier 

. . . . . . . . . . 
J 



The Connecticut Learonnarrr 

A h t  Marr-Atithony Massaro displays his work enti!led "The Spirits of Omaha". He i s :  
hop&l that, with governmental suppor?, his creation willbe enlargedand turnedinto a 
broTe monuittrnt dispbyed somewhere in Connecticut or the United States. 

(Legion Photo by Ed Ziob';o"), 
. .  

. .  . . . .  Sculpture (Continued frompage I )  . . . . . .  

val'guns pounded Nazi strong points. 
By.nightfall. with great courage and 
great losses. the invasion beaches - 
O$u, Utah, Gold, Sword and Juno 
w6k secure, and the days of Nazi ?le 

%culmor Marc-Anthony Massaro 
w& truly numbered at last. . . .  
- -  - e - ~  

' . .* owankyd. moved by W:braverv;,of 
thefjnvading soldiers, sailors and air- 

. men, has created a life-like sculpture 
' titled "1Ae Spirits of Omaha" to honor 

~t struggle. "For the survivors of June 
. . 6 , . b d  for the many who lost their 

hip," says Massaro, "I created this 
. .  . . scdpture as a humble 'Thank .You';". 
. . M&~UO, 45. is too young to remem- 

'- @ D-Day, but he was greatly moved 
by Gewi'ng the movie, "Saving Private 
R9.m.'' Speaking of those who fought 
to @ve the free world in, World War II, 
Massaro simply says, "They suc- 
c e d .  This was a generation ofsub- 

:... "The Spirits of Omaha" depicts 
American soldiers, under heavy enemy 
f& fighting their way past one of the 
m i ~ y  obstacles on the beaches. This 
1/6Q-scale model took over five months 

.. . 

- 
. stance, spirit and sacrifice." 

I: 

to complete, and stands 14 high:'$&, 
help'from'veterans' groups, staie ahd . 
local governments, and'interested titi;: 
ze,ns;:Massaro' hopes 'to enlarge the:', 
work into a life-siiebronze monume+.:. 
Until,then! the model is expect+to:F! 
displayed ;at.'the :Military. Mbseuq~''o~ 

.. Massaro, who teaches .ai the:.: 
Guilford.Handicraft Center, is a well: 
k n o ~  freelance illustrator, aitist a d  
sculpt&; whose work has been shown::. 

.. h v h r n  :New .Ed&& 1 2 S : p s  $4; i- 
. . . .  

enue, Dqbury..'. . ' 1 .  .I . 

and units 'are planned. These I@itedZ:; 
edition scultptures .sell'for $600h$ 
each;and the artist will donate 10eof 
each 'sale. to the Disabled America$ 
Veterans. 
. Please contact thd.artist,.~k-An:. 
thony Massaro, at 483.. East Ma in .  
Street, Branford, CT 06405. or call:', 

. : - A .  ;; . ' ,< 203-48 1-9 154 , 

MASSARO'S WORKS include individual military sculptums, two of whichare pictuwd 
in the ubow piinto. (Legion photo by Ed Ziobtvn) I 

ikGXQNiiMmSjtvm e r : m r P o s i  I ~ s ,  N@c. co$ipqd&mztiition.ofrCfiring 
yst?&eable American figs anddispsing of them.& ca p+iei&&& F,ag DiGosg 
Tfa&'vjembgrs'Stege, Car!er;(l).@d KiY:..ROk.h Leyi8,qpmmiti?etiredflags tothe flws 
@!lq!% .tF ekttpnx qt!e@ed by T*ps 66. Boy Scows and-k&i&ed by 4 ba&$q~: 

. . . . .  ~ ; .  , ?.,'. ; '\  .+. . . .  .: . . . . . .  . .  ... ... . ; . J .  ...... . . - :  

!. .. . I.. . .  .-. . 
!Granby . Post l82. Supports .Projects*:;. .. 

, . for Historical Society .:... ..... .,_.: ! .'_ 
' . stov pirillips ; i+ c + 7 . !. 2 

.. , . .  . . . .  : r :  

. :I' i . -  . 
Quo1 Laun, Salmon BrbokHistori- around the.QS&kn. The post also 

cal SFiety Curator, in a letter to the erected a large open tent'on the green 
Grapby Drummer thanked-thk Shan- , and sold hot dogs h d  hamburgets af; 
nonahattuck Post for their recent do- ter the parade un.til the foiiii!h out. 
nation. She sed. "This gift c e e  .at a . . Shannon-Shck members hrive a 
iarticularly appropiate' time because history of invol$ement in town- . .  &d 
de &&,, is involved h.ieved costly . &hool &.tivi&;. :. ': .! # a  ' : 

. 
. . . .  

_ .  

&United States of America! i.i . . 
:;. ; ..... 
:Written by  Marilyn Favreau, American Legion AGika .6  . , 
Dept. of Conn., Bmnford #83. Septembor 28. 1991 L. 

. ... - i 



s Olympic Center in Colorado Spring 

.,is ,the :.@st year that no Connecticut shooter qudified for the natioha 
Howevg; Rhode, Island sent their first shooter in the Sporfer categoq 

.. .%O!&y comgtition was intense would be an underst&ment:,The'&i;iner'ii 
$'&si$ was D&iel Crews of Georgia scored 2449 points. In second plak w a  
&& Benjamin:from Vermont. Her score as 2448.5 points Ckws,and Benjanii 
ie&ed$eir.pl$e as ,the 4Ih and 5Ih all-time high scorers in competition respec 

! %Josh Peters!t:km Nirginia gamerkd the top:position in &e.Sporter categor 
!with, 227.2.9 po$ts. That was also enough to earn hima shared fqurth'spot in th8 

f '-:Ea<h oftheht.place winners also received $1,000 scholarships. I, i 

:: $cia Kernplyof Nevada shined in'the prone position.with aperfect score o 
400iSke now'S!ihres.the record with Mike Beyerle of Pennsylvania and our ow1 
Setlfstian Paqu$eof Connecticut. ' 

5 ?l"h~compe~tors, their parents, coaches and the staff received%'very we1 
come surprise:'tk4?Shooting announced that the winner in the Precision cat 
e g & ~  would au&matically earn a spot on the National DevelopmentTeam. T ~ I  
prdgr' is a f-er'phgrarn for the Olympics. Needles to'say Daniel Cews'wa 

. . . .  . I  .: 
Jp&ogt di& h.& th& 

;'. p l y .  . ' ..!. ' I&;. .... . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . . .  

. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  .allitimehigh s*n:- ' . . . . . . . . . . .  
. 

. .  . _ .  . . .! ._ , .  . ' .  

. . .  . .  :. . 
excited: . .<:. . . . . .  , . . .  

' The'sh@te&got to hear from Gary Anderson Gold Medallist in the 1964 ani 
I& Olympic Ghks; TeiTy Bradley 1995 winner in the'Recision'Category w$ 
will'epFsent w'ip thqsidney Olympics was also there to offer encouragement to all 

..J;D. PoweGJunioi'Shooting Program Chairman acted ai a range safety of 
ficer d.uring thecompetition. Department Treasurer Jerry Dierman, Debbii 
Diehip and June Poyell acted as Deputy Statistical Officers. 

. . .  

Fields Memo rial School 'student. Robed 
Kopetz was the winner of the recent Essa 
Contest sponsored by Bozidl Post 138. 
for all. The Pledge of ,Allegiance eve 
states that. This to is great, it show 
that there isn't a thread ofthe Flag tha 
doesn't stand for something. This i 
why we take great pride in saluting th 
Flag. . 

AS you can'&; the. Flag is a vek 
meaningful. objkt;. not just sentimen 
tal, but it actually states something 
This Flag means to me that we wouli 
not give up and su*nder. 

We went from,,the yeakest coun 
try right,upto thestrongest, aqd we wil 
never give up. Thisis what the.Fla$ 
meanstome. : , 

Editor 's note: The Fields Memark 
School Arinual Flag'dsay Contest wa 
spon+owd by Post, 138; Boeah. 

. 

' ' From Detachment Headquarters ..:, 
'-2 ' s::, 

. . Detachment Con stitution & By-Laws - The rules that govern how each 
Squadron andthe Detachment operate have now become apage of this website. 

m a t ' s  G p l n ~  On - To find out how more about our National SAL orga- 
nization, to learn about what types of progams we involved with or to 
discover what Squadrons in other Detachments (states) are doing within their 
communities-go to yrww.saI.leeion.org to view the on line National Update. 

.?'. . 

,>> -:>. ' 
Members ofiBo$SC&{%p 66ptzsentjlags for @spection during Posi 128's. Flag Day 
f i g  ?ti$$, &d$!~posal cfremony coducte? at the Post Horn{::: . ;: . .; . . .  . . . . . .  .% . , . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ........ . . .  

. . . .  
3. ' _  

I .  .... - .  . . . .  
-i. . 

fron, t% @st Hartfoid Fi+ de$&ynt; Larsen was nomiktedfbrthe award by Post 
96, West Har&&@elin Hahson (L) Post 96 member; presents Lnrsen to Department 
C o d r  Eyrett:G..Sheprd I l l  duhng the anrfual DepmtmeM Awardr ceremony 

... he14 dunni't&congntion inSmfonL . i  
. .  b .. i I.. 

I . ' _  . 
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- Th$$eclaration of Independence 
states basic principles upon whict 

. the United States of America is founded, 
, Quite simply, our Founders said that God 
is h e  source of our frcedom, our rights, 
our'jus&, andour dignity as human be. 

Ags. As.!hexander Hamilton explained, 
"The sac;ha rights of mankind are,not to 

..be rummaged for among parchments and 
.musty G r d s .  They are written, as with 
a sunbeaip, in the whole volume of hu- 

..man o m ,  by the Hand of Divinity it- 
' self, and& never he erased or obscured 
by m o d  power." That is the most basic 
fact of ob existence as individuals and 

, as a natio? If we are to live successfully 
.as a society dedicated to liberty and jus- 
tice.for @, that fact must be recognized 
and honored by evcry American. 

:References to "God" 
' Th& are four distinct references to 
-God irighe. Declaration. They are 
. "nature's.Goil," "Crearor." "Supreme 
Judge of.the world" and "Divine Provi- 
dence.".:,One signer. John Adams, also 
describyi God in his writings as "the 
Spirit of Liberty." These terms make 
clear th@ the Fountlers bclicvcd the fun- 
.damental basis on which our nation 

.: stands $icknbwlcdgment of God as the 
:: supiemeauthority for the conduct of our 
: .nation@ tife and our personal life. That 
.; is the moral underpinning oi'the Ameri-. 
can narion. 

I Therefore, to be American inher- 
ently means to live in accordance with 

. the will.& the Source of all creation, 

. as t x d s s e d  in the Declaration of In- 
: &pen&ce. Freedom. rightly under- 
:stood, {skies a responsibility to honor 
.._ f'thei'Solirce .I_- "..._. of freedom. Respect for 
;evqycq's qaiienable righiSG ,life, 
:~;libiq,"&piy, and the pursuit o f h w  
'.piness Yas expecied of all Americans. 

. , That driduct isl quite simply,.respect 

. .  ,-'for law<& a Rflection of the Source 
>-life, litjdity and law. That conduct dis- 

tingui&s freedom from license and 
"licenti$usness, and is the ha1,hkk:of 
.'.good .diiizenship. ,mat is the mora)' 

identi&f the Alnerican people: .. 9. .: . .  :. G,od in, the Constitution ' " 

. .Cle&ly, the Founders did not intend 
, .for.cit&ns to be hound io any denomi- 

. ',,nation$:undeffitilnding of God. .They 
. I .. , themselvis had dil'fering conceptions of 
'. . .  God, e i n g  from Roman CathpJicism 
. ' andsev%l forms of Protestantism to the 
, . ..'.mop pi$osophic views of Thcism and 

. . DeismLThis .respect for freedom.'of 
. .'.. . .,.. thougbt&d worship was reinforccd in 

. . . the B@of Rights. which &surd in th? 
.. ,.First Ainendment that Congress would 
. _  ::make ~ { o ~ ~ a w ~ ~  respecting an estiii~ish- 
: mGt o€,iP;ligioy'* i.e., no law givingspe 

, .' .ci# s&&,to one denomination &.ve.alI 
;:oth;ers. %ich had been the case'in Brit-. 
:~&:wi&he Church of England &d the, 
:::mc$@i.as it$hhead. 
- Hovyever, a siniple acknowledgment 
"of God by government was not.nig&d&. 
as an" eblishmcnt of religion." Since 
the 'beeing o f  t tur nation, it has been 
:ustom&y for presidents and other pub- 
'c offic@ls, froiti the federal to the lo-' 
d, to ~ $ 1  upon God for guidance, sup- 
vt, anddeliverance from difficulties for 
? American people, atid to express 
titudefor good fortunc (as in Thanks- 
ing Day proclamations). 
In 1783. whcn the Treaty of Paris 
sigried, marking the official termi- 
n of our War li)t Indcpcndcnce, this 
r by George Washington Was sent 
governors of all the states. 

, 

, .:. 

.Alr&ghty God; we make our'eamesr 
prayer *at ,Thou wilt keep the United 
States in my holy piotection; that Thou 
kilt.incline'the he& of the citizens to 
cultivaw a ,spirit of &ordination and 
obedience, to government; and entertain 
a brotherly. affection and love for one 
ano!her..and for their,feIlow-citizens.of 
$e ,.United States at .la,rge; and,: finally; 
that Thou wilt most graciously b3 
pleasedit0 dispose us all to do justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean, ourselves 
with that chmjty,'h~~iiity mndLpacific 
temper of mind which wee the c h k -  
teristks of the:'Divine hhor :o f  our 
blessed religio& and, .without a. humble 
imitation of Whose example in .these 
things, we can never hope to be a happy 
nation. Grant our supplication, we be- 
seech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. Washiygton's reference to, 
Jesus Christ may not have been well rti< 
ceived by freetfiinkers &d atheists - t h ~  
was no, public Comment about .it eith& 
way -but no one, incldding them, qw- 
tioned his or anyone elseTs right. to.pray: 
publicly on behalf of the nation. Like- 
wise, when Washington was swom in as 
President in 1788, he added the words"'s0 
help me~God" to the oath of office pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, and evev 
president since then hasdone tikewise. . 

. . "In God We Wt.".' . 
.For' the saqe. reason, our coins' ahd 

currency proclaim "In --.We 'Trust.;: 
In 1998, the US. Dis&ct Court.of Owd 
a@ned the practice 'of civic. pietyilin 
rejecting.a suit by khe American Civil 
Liberties Union, to &lare pnconstitiii' 
tional the '0hjo:state'motto. "With W 
@&a All.Things ~ a ~ ~ t h ~ n ~ ~ i ~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  A$'Possible.i' The Court & 
Iranscendent values which flow:fhqj h! 
belief ika Supme  Being? (In'Sj&ing. 
2000, the Sixth' Circuis CCIud of Apws' 
overt@? @atdFcisi.on,.but:de goijeri: 
nor of Ohi6 pldged'to go to the Supre%' 
Court a b u t  it.) . - I . . ... . 

'.,:.~:Al@ou@.~~~;Od:iS .@t ,pplicitly $en-+. 
tioned :in ... the Constitution; it,neve@ 
te&w& ass&& by itiF*men that thi:, 
principles .e*p+sseij-.in' the ~eclaratioi 
provided ~.basison:whicbv& laws a d .  
polici& would %eiar$cui~t&. Equdly 
imbrpnc.it&sum& that governmtinr 
offkials wiiuld.'conduct themselves in:+.. 
cordan& with that moMview of lie214 

also his a' c l e t  derimd. for moral. be- 
haviorby those holding governineii@ 
office. ;Elected officials.are.wuired:;&; 
take moath orto affirm tbatthey#wili.: 
wppolt WConscitution.Obvio;USiy; sup? 
eoniagthe.Colistitution-mea;rs'uphold- 
!ng aridbnoring .the .fu.ndamental pM- . 
ciples,.which;it embodies; .An. o f f i e  
who egregiously violates that' under+, 
standing is: subject to'impeachment,', 
whether his orher.misconduct involves 
high dtimes (violations of law) or misde- 
meanors Q p s l y  immoral misbehavior).;: 

The "wall of'separation between 
:hurch and state" noted by Thomas 
ieffeffon (in a.personal letter he wrote. 
n 1802 to the Baptist Association'.in 
hnbury, Connecticut) was most em- 
phatically not intended-to keep religio- 
moral thought and behavior out of gov- 
mment. The men who gave us the con- 
ititution believed there should be a ju- 
'isdictional separation of church and 
itate, but it was primarily to keep.the 
itate out of the affairs of the church. 
Seligion and morality were regarded as. 
'undamental to the education of the 

fact, thb.~can.theory~of gmetimiit 

I .. . i . . .. . .  
~ .. , .  . . 

yiiu&- w% .w6ulil+eco& .the:elecpjs 
of 0% .$public. The .Northwest Ordi- 

able rights df each individual citizen; no 
matter iyhat:any. government 'body or' 

-@oup'of:pple may want b do other- 
r).isei'(Majdrity hie, executive order and' 

' 
judicial &&e can never override .those 
individual rights.) Last, at the level of 
daily li+ng, come.the specific policies 
y d  of l&erty, or the laws .and legisla- 
.tion gov,&ng the behavior of citians 
at the hal ,  5tW. and fedetal levels. 

. - ,'All 'laws iind-kovernment actions' 
must mfm to the Constitution, which 5 

. is the3upme~law.i$ the United States 
of bed?.. NothiJ catl supersede M . 
.replace thie.Constitution, so long as 
:Ameri* 6xjsts as,AmericfL This theo- 
!retic stru@ue 0 f . h -  governmeDt . 

4 $I rt& i g v e  .si& of  rea at * 

,seal Of;tbe:United:S~,. which is an :'I 

: U " f i n i s h a d $ p ~ ~ o v e r b y ( a s '  , ',e +,'s'*t described it) the."Eye of 
'rho-peity:".:God.is'tbe:Founding Spirit 
Fo&y: 6f .America, . 'bpet8ting ..,,. ., . . . . througb , .' the . . 

. .' .. R&ly;.and perhaps most imim?lCant, 
;'h-Jlm+an ofgovmment has 
a cleat q x m u m n  that we, the cirizcns 
.of&w.wiii:&duct'oiuselm in a 
I md maaneiand will ciigi~ant~y q u i r e  
the aqe of .oui ,dadmi q m e t i w i v a  
&d appoWd officials..: 

Since American govemment is es- 
sentially. self-govmment, we citizens . 
have an obligatigri t8 understand the , 
priuciplm which'*govud 'our ,lives, pri- 
vately and publicly. Those principles are 
spiritual. They are! the nligio-moral com- 
passes whi& keeps-us on course to pro- 
vide the blessings of.libeny to ourselves 
and our posterity. That course points di- 
rcctly to the Spirit of Libmy. 

. 

. * .  
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out'of High School, used 
g on the line-of the GI BiU 

. .  . .  

. . . .  . . .  I .  ._ . . .  .2.* 

. .  
:: . .  a$&intment to the Veterans Affairs Cornmi&?") . ' . ' 

$-7. Therc are many issues along the line of the Department of Defense Authon&on.BiU that w@justpassed and signed - such as this ye& omnibus bill.for the::' 
V$:in which it was touted as a $1.3 billion increase over last year. Veterans organi&o@ p&nt out that the $1.3 billion only brought @e VA funding levels to whek 
itshould have been three years ago, which has resulted in staff reductions and reduced c& d&ng that time. If apoung pe*njoins . . . .  the military today, what are his or 
hkprospects of receiving care from the VA following their service, and how would~you A s s  this?p' . . . . . . . . . .  

,??8. As you know, President Clintdn recently signed the D.O.D. Authorization Bill which,:among.other things..gave a 3.7 percent.pay raise to military personnel. 
6 s  leeislation Dartidly addressed an issue that was highlighted by news articles pbinting &t that there were many military families on Food Stamps, which did not 

. . . .  . . . . .  

s@weljwith the'majoriiy of Americans. What is your k r s k t i v e  on ho,w we cbmgnsaG &,mi1iwi and does this have &.affe;ct on.ourability ..... to recruit qualified ' 

.& 9. John Larsen, .Rosa DeLauro, SamueLGejdensen: Congressional records indicate thaf-'you VOM against passage of the,&ent VA/HUD omnibus bill. This 
lebislation would provide funding for the VA Medical system and the, entire VA. & th$,,a&horization bill directly and indirectly peGdes medical and prescription 
b$dits for inany Connccticut veterans, our members are directly affected by this IegislAtion..;(Conne$cut Legionnaires would appreciate your ~ q s  for casting I 
yg$ that'wc~uld, i n  the eyes of veterans, deny the needed medical coverage t6 "those w?io'.have born the battle")'(Maloney, Johnson;"Shaysi.Please inform the 

. .p 3; it.?; . ._:. il .; .,' .. :. . . . . .  L . . . . . . .  p&ple into rhc Armed Forces and encourage them to re-enlist?" . ,. . .2 

/' . .  . .  L&ionnaircs '%?2 . , of Connecticut your thoughts o~ providing such important care toA&$ca's3tee.$. . . .  
, . i  

James Malofiey: . . .  
. .  - Fifth DiSh.iet - 

Answcr: I am a strong advocate for Vetef&srI.am fully committed doing all 1, 
ngrcss, as I have over the past three ~d one-half years, to ensure that our 
&civc our nation's full appreciation. A s  a'Member of the House Armed 
C6nmittee, I am also a vigoroui supporter-of a strong national defense. 1 
cU&ly proud of my sucdss i t  bringing the V e ~ e ~ ~ s ' P r i m = ~ ~ C ~ r e ~ ~ ~ ~ e r  
bury. :ti St. Mitry's Hospital. I am.now working to open a similar clinic in 

ed i n  I'iivor of the House passed Veterans ,Administration Appropriations 
al Yciir 2001 on June 21 of this year! because it contains an increase of 
liotn lasl ycar funding for the Department of Veterans Affairli. I am 

icquriged Illill the House. with my support prbvided $20.3 billion in funding for 
:t&s medic.il cuc i n  Fiscal Year 2001. This is an increase of $ I .3 billion over last 
!&funding.. 

joincd niy colleagues to pass legislation that will improve and ex- .#hiive 

. .  

. i*, 7 i . : .:. . ' ;.Sam Gejdensen. . 
:- . . - - - .  . 

.;:Fr ... .;7 . 
, '._. -. Second District - ;5: .: 5.:: :. 

. .' . . . . . . . . .  
tdl ' -  ?'; -1 l;.On being the best candidate that veterans can send to Congress 
i- .dI lyve long.advocated the interests of veterans across eastem Connecticut and 
t thendon. While all Americans owe this nation's veterans their freedom. I owe the 
.: U.S. $limy a very personal debt. When Americans l d  the world in defeating the fN41 a&esi&i,World W&n! they.i-hidei.it #ossi&.fotj m y . p t s '  toitscape!the ' 

.. Holocaust. I was born in a resettlement camp in Germany in 1948. If the U.S. and the 
:. Allies hadn't defeated the Nazis, if those brave soldiers and sailors hadn't sacrificed 

their lives for pebple they never knew, none of this .would have been possible. 
.. c Remembering those who are owed such sole,mn.respect and thanks, I am com- 

mitted to upholding this nation's promises to veterans across eastern Connecticut 
:! and around the country by continuing to push for increases in the VA budget. for 

equitable healthmre funding for Connecticut and for more community-based out- 
? reach clinics. I have.advocated legislation to allow. concurrent receipt of disability 
; and military re'tied pay and have also co-sponsored a measure that provides an equi- 

.( 

i 

(Continued on page 13) 

Nancy..L. Johnson ' 
- 6th District - 

:atta&. This threat is not decades away &.some may claim. North Korea, Iran-and ';. 
oth&;rogue nations are acquiring missile technology more quickly than we antid- : 
.pat&.and will pose a clew and present danger to our nation in the very near future; I t ,  
is likely that any attack would come with little. or no warning. That is why I strongly $ 
supbrc a national missile defense system to ensure we can defend OF nation from,a;, 

. nuclear or chemical missile attack. . ' 1 .  

The promise of an education can be an incentive for young people to join;: 
the'@litary. However, we need to modernize the Montgomery 61 Bill (MGIB) to : 

- -. - - - -__ __ -____ - . - --- . - - -- -- - - - --- , --- ~ ---_--------.--. - _- . 
been.'a member.of a unit; and.1 have conynand$ a unit. I have served at home and I 

' ' 

: abroad in h n y  different capacities." 
. .* Pe?tagon is not a strange place to me. nor'is Capi.to1 fill.. I feel that I can 
!.walk.w halls of the Pentagon @ the corri&rs.of the VA far more effectively than 
:.: the in+umbent, hd I can bring home the bacon t6 Eastern Connecticut and veter; 
:. ap% a@&s the country because of my experience and myhowledge of the bureau- 
.:- c$ki&.:in Washington D.C..&t's get mal - senda et to help the vets!" -. .: pi .liLOnbeingaveteian . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . .  

: I  

. 

f 
. .  

ensure that it reflects the cost of higher education today. The fact that only about half . i .3 a \riet&n Veteran, I 
(Continued on page 13) .... .I :: . .?; ,,', ;p; ,. , ; .., . .  - .  



With a focus on educating Legionnaires about the n d n a l  securiry posi- 
. tions of candidates seeking ofice in Connecticut all. candidates and in- 

cumbents were asked questions addre&ing national securiQ.co&erns of 
The American Legion. Only one candidate pakipated  in an interview. 
2d District Congressional candidate and Connecticut State Representa- 
tive Rob Simmorrs was itrterviewed by the "Connecticut Legionnaire'; on 
August 15,2000 in Mystic. Rep. Simmons was the on0 candidate or in-' 
cumbent able to meet with The Legionnaire and it should be noted that 
'his responses are given during a Q&A format without the luxud of sitting 
down and preparing a draft answer to our questions. All other responses 
werexeceived by Fax or E-mail some 24-48 hours afer  being sent by the 
Legionnaire. Rc?qwrrses have been edited for brevity, but in no way effect 
the intent of the respondent. It is the intention of The Connecticut Le- 
gionnaire to post the entire questionnaire and fuU text of responses on the 

. web-site, www.corinecticutlepionnaire.com. 
' 

d 

~~ 

. Democratic Platform Reflects 
' American Legion Positions , 

WASHINGTON - The Democratic Pirty's call for investments in 
young people and faniilies was praised recently by the leader of the 
'>.&million mcrnher Anicrican Legion, the nation's largest veterans 

Nonpartisan sincc i ts founding in 1919. The American Legion, cre- 
ator of thc origind GI Bill. has worked w'ith both major.politica1 parties, 
and with elected officials throughout the political specdm. to enact poli- 
cies supporting Americanism. national security, veterans affairs and 
America's young people. National Commander AI Lance expressed ap- 
preciation to the party for including several American Legion positions in 
its platform. 

'The American Legion invests nearly $30 million a year in programs 
benefiting young people." Lance said. ,"Providing America's youth with a 
healthy start, a quality education, and a souqd moral foundation is essen- 
tial to the maintciiancc of our democracy. I Members of The American 
Legion worked to include those principles - in addition to planks support- -. 

: ing a strong nalivnal defensc, law and orderiand, of course, a square deal 
JrfoF.Amaica'swc.ic.raiis - in both the .Republican and D e m ~ r a t i c . p l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I . r r ,  

"Democrats understand as well .as Republicans 'that The American 
.. Legionrs service to our nation's youth transcends its founding commit- 

ment to Scouting and thc publishing of 'Need A Lift?," a financial-aid . 
guide for students. Vicc Prcsident AI Gore is a Legionndire. His.knning 

'i; mate, Sen. Joe Liebemian. is a member of The American Legion Boys ' 
:. Nation'Class of 1959." I 

American Iqion representatives testified in July before GOP and 
. Democratic Party platform committees. The Democratic Party included 
' severa1.facet.s of iiic Aiiirrican Legion's agenda in its platform: 

Fully fund border: state, federal and military drug-trafficking pre- 

Reducc vii!lciicc. vulgarity and othcr depravity in tilm, television 

Make licensed child care readily availablc to all children by adopt- 

Pieserve dmocracy by offering quality, modem public education, 

Teach "values" through the cooperative efforts of family, church, 

Reduce school violence through the development of balanced, ef- , 

Diagnose and treat mentally challenged children early and broaden 

' Offer incentives to encourage military veterans to seek certification 

organiiat ion. ' !  

vention effnns, ahwe all .  to protect youth; 
. 
and the Intcmet Illrough iippropriatc laws; . 

. 

ing safe, consistent child-care standards; 

via well-paid teachers. to children and adults; 

schools and community; ' 

fective community-based programs; 

. ; available educational opportunities; 

. 
and carters in education; . 

:. 
' ' distribution of obscene materials; 

. .  

'Wntain tough, appropriate prohibitions on the production,,sale and ". 

' Offer government financial assistance to families faced by the'cata:' . 
. . .  . .  

strophic illness of one of their children; ' 

&-evaluate current child sexual-abuse statutes to ensure protection .... 

Establish an annual National Family Week during Thanksgiving 

' Enhance the leadership skills of youth with disabilities through s t a t e .  ' .' 

Eternally remember America's veterans, honored d&d and the men 

Make all annual funding for the Department of Veterans Affain 

Improve thc dclivery of benefits and health care services to America's 

Expand national cemetery space to accommodate an increase in 

:. of chilt$victims; . .  
. 

.".week t6,promote the family's comerstone role; 
". 

' 

I 

level Disabled Youth Leadership Forums; 

. and women in uniform today; . .  
. 

'guaranteed. rather than partly discretionary; . 

veterah and depcndents; and 

veterans' burial 8 .  

' .b 

: -.. iNaiional $ - ' . I . .  'Security: The 'Ultimate 
. .  , .! ,, :*' 

Polls; p&dits and prognostications. Theca- 
sui.obsiper of televised campaign coverage . 
niighs mistakenly beljeve'those.are the issues 
of thepr&i&$al and congressioxid races, par: 

. Todiy, pNb1ic opi+ori is treated like. a col- 
lege-footbal~s;urvey: Every pundit isa self-ap- 
pointed :ex$rt. Changes in the chdidates' 

"analysis.:" Issues? &-every voter knows; '!It's the econo.xnyi stupid.';Right? Not 

Trust'T& American 'Ggion on this tip: The rnost'hnportant issue in Election 
"700% the.federal constitutional .requirement to provide a strong ,national de- 

nsei,Rem*ber 'h facts before you exercise the right to vote - a right pur- 

.. ' 

#. . .  r.' . by A1 Lance, National Commander ' 

ticulailyduring .the party conventions.'. . .  

clothing 'an&supporting cast are discussed as 

. .  .. . .  nw+$y.y':' .. ' . .- . 
3 ' ' 

r 
4 . 

..::. . I C. .. i :  I .  i' '-. . . . . . .  ... . . . .  .,: ::' . .(Conriri'don page 13) . 

. 

. . .  . . . . . .  

r, .A. .,,.':, 
.I;:: :.. .... Republic& piatfor& Includes . . . . .  - . 
. .i.;,.. r . . . . . .  .. '!, $ 1 :  

I.. &l&q;ph(-JfitipJ$.. 1. ' .  , : 
:,I PHILhELPHIA - The Republice Party's. call' for investments in 

Americals militarymd moraljnfrasrnctures.was p&@ today by the leader 
oQhe;2.8~million member American Legion, the nation's 1argest.veErans or- 

.!. Nonpiutisan.since i.ts foundin&:lbl9. The k e n c a n  Legion. creator of 
t h ~  ongind GI Bill, has worked with both major political parties 'and with 
elwted.officials rhrbughout the pQlitical.spFtium..to enact policies support- 
ing her ichism,  national 'security, veteres affairs, and America's young .: 
people. National Commanderi,Al Lance, who, has led .e American Legion. 
delegatio$t$, the GOP Convention he&; praised the p+y forincluding Am@-. 

. . . .  ganization. ; . .  . I .  . .  

Rebuild and modernize the military to restore a"''&x-through-strength" 
' .  . foreign policy; - . . .  

. ' Use .U.S. military forces more responsibly - with hear missions; 

chemical-threats; 
Deploy a national missile defense and reduce nuclear, biological and 

. .  .* R e a c ' t h e  traditional military culture, with a focus on "fighting and 
winning in combat"; . I' 

goyement. when natural disaster strikes; 

.,-!I Honor:a solemn commitment to a full'a&ounting,of U.S. POW/MIAsi 
': b e  a Department of veterans  airs medid  system that serves as 

.aback;upsy#em for both the..Defense.Dep+ent in wartime +:*e f e  

expeditk @e $A&hs pnS 
. .  . .  

:, Suppq VATS; computkr modernization 
: , . . .  ..i.. 

.ti? tqditional famjly values in. regard .to their m e m m p  ,@ Jqadership . 
stapdaqk;:; .p . ..." . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . ,  A . .  

. . it  Sypprt the $ a t  to bear ' ' m s .  consistent with @e s.w&L&iment; .  
.. Support voluntary prayer in public.buildings, public schools;and public 

geerings; :, . .  
i Allocate more  source^ to enforce m g r a t i o n  laws; 8' . 
;; Recognize English as oyr nation's common language; 
. Allo.w.,the posting of references to God. such as the Ten'Command- 

Fight .a war on drugs on criminal justice, international, education, 

. . . . . .  : . . . . . .  . . . . .  

. '. . .  

ments, in public life; and 

research and treatment fronts. 

I 
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o h  Star from Team 96". 

. . I  

veterans in,yeius past, but I don't think I'm foole(l,by that, and I don!t,thipk,.that 
veterans and members of veterans organizations &.fooled by..this political game.:: 

:.'!Let's get real here, veterans and the VA have been under-funded for y w .  The' 
country has nor kept the promise with veterans on. health care and on other benefit+. 
The:Veterans Affairs Committee in the House of Representatives has only twelve 

.' . 
. .  . . .  

. . . .  _.. . . . .. 
, .,d 

, i: 
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.... . . . . . .  

econoniic power in tlic world. IVc are:now in the unique position of being able 10 
plan for the future nthcr than simply responding to crises. I am concerned about 
those asymmetric thrents that could undermine our national and economic position. 
In particular, I am concmied iIbotIt thc proliferation of missile technology. the spread 

.of nuclear, chemical and biological weapon technology, and of materials to build 
these weaporis - such its enriched plutoniunf.and uranium. It is critical to stop ter- 
rorists and temrist st;iics froin acquiring these capabilitieqGiven our disproportion- 
ate military strength, it.is much more likely that our advedaries will seek less direct 
methods to undermine our position and it is critical that we anticipate and block 
these attempts. 

w c  must.'also maintain our military strength to prevent direct challenges to our 
position. We,must ensiirc that readincss is high and that our equipment is modern- 
ized. While we modernizc, howcvcr, we need to keep an eye to emerging capabilities' 
elsewhem For example. the increasing availability of cruise missiles make it critical 
that our mo&mization plans emphasize stealth by producing next generation tacti- 
cal fighter aircraft and silent submarines. 

3. I strongly endorse an expanded Montgomery GI Bill, and have co-sponsored 
legislation toaccomplish this. I believe that given the sacrifices they make, our mili- 
tary personnel deserve to be compensated in a manner.that recognizes those sacri- 
fices and their service. Providing expanded educational benefits is an exceptional 

g] . 4. In 1989, the U.S. had nearly 510,000 military personnel stationed overseas. 
=I . :E :: Today, that figure has hcen reduced to 270.000 - a 240,000 person difference from a 

decade ago; It is important to keep this in perspective and recognize that our forward' & 2'' presence hi'decreased with the end of the Cold War. At the same time, the overall gi size of the 6litary has becn reduced, and today's presence requirements still put a 
'M strain on our personnel. I believe we must begin to address the mismatch between 

d 3 The sewices are bcginning to meet this management challenge head-on. The Air 
k ! Force, for example, has divided itself up into 10 Expeditionary Aerospace Forces, 9 each of which will be on-call for deployment to crises on a rational and prediceble 
+, schedule. The hope is that this will ease the strain'on military personnel and their 
~f families. 

We all'recognizc the value of thc service and sacrifice of those who devote 
themselves'.to protecting the United States. While these men and women may have 

e! vdid concerns about their ability to balance a civilian life with this service role, I do E not believe.that they question whether or not they are doing thk right thing by serving. 

.:. .5. I believe that llag burning is both upsetting and offensive. I s.&ngly believe. 
that there should be a presumption in the law that the flag is public property. This 

$i 1 , designation:would give the American flag the same protection afforded the U.S: 
!c- Capitol, the Statue of. Liberty, and other national monuments. .' . . 

-ri!A@distastefuI'!as I. personally1 findiflag burning, Lbel iwe; .our .pr i~ respon&: 1 biljty is to b a r d  the freedom those stars and stripes represent. As a result. I do not 
,:'believe we $an afford to weaken the guarantee of free speech embodied in the Con- 

! '6. I -'.the senior Democrat on the House Internationd Relations Cqmmittee, a 
: ' ' cntical ro1e.k the world shrinks and the dividing line between domestic and foreign 
' policy bl*: I deal not only with national security issues, but with matters ranging 

. 

- .way~o accomplish this. 

@ the deployment schedule and the size and composition of our military. 

9 

I theircountry. . . .  

' 

: .. :: :-. 

. I  
1 stitution by;'.approving this amendment. ' ! .  

. . . . . . .  

- -_.- . - . .  
. .  .. -. . .  

Sam Gejdensen (&tititwed frorn page IO) 

of topics that noi only af€ect the lives of Connecticut's veterans,, but all citizens of 
Connecticut. 4 .' . 

oversight role directly related to na- 
tional sec$rity.%patters - in particular where our.military forces are mbloyed. Let 
me use. theK&yo conflict as ah example. When we were considering our response 
to the mFsive,civilian displacement and nascent genocide in Kosovo, I introduced 
the re.jolutionin.the House of Representatives that minored SenatorJohn McCain's 
.Senati resheon approving the air strikes against Yugoslavia.I&o offered an amend- 
ment 5 a.Ko$vo peacekeeping authorization.bil1 thL cap& the -@age of U.S. 
pei+ee$ig6ops in K O , ~ V O  to,.lS percent ofthe  to^ foiqei1 believe ihat bec+se 
the Vis. b&&st.of '& burden during the conflict. our Eyopeamallies should bear 
the bulk of t&kacekeeping burden. As a.result, the U.S.,crifTently comprises only 
14.5 percent of the p-keeping force in Kosovo. . .  ". 
. .  7... I,.wholeheartedly a& Hiith the point that Veterans Service Organizations 
have kde.&th regard to the veterans budget. As a matter offact, I voted against an 
initial'VA:sp&iing biU'last y&r that added $1.7 billion to the VA budget because 
even with thi;r?-inc&, the overall funding level fell well short of the amount m m -  
mended by veterans organizations. 

support @s Compromise amount and I later did so. I view this as only a fwt  step, and 
'was pleased to see the Administration request.$l.3 billion in additional funding in its 
FYu)ol budgetrequest. As you note in your question, this just bringsfunding in line 
'with what it should have been last year. This isn't good enough. You can besure that 
I will continue to work with veterans in our area and across the country: to boost 
funding for health care and other important veteians programs., :.. 

8: I h i d  of it this:way .A.CEQs that run $2 billion &rporations get enokous 
salaries. while the crew:of a $2 billion submhine is paid comparatively little. Across. 
the entire military, men and women are given tremendous responsibility and th&r 

Over. the past two years I'have voted for defense funding bills &t have pkvided 
pay raises of 4.8% and 3.7%. The 4.8 9% 'pay &se in 2OOO w q  the Ikgest single 
i.ncrease 'in e l y  2Oyears:And ,as your readers unde~tand,, providing high. quality. 
compensation fo our service peeomel means more thai just providing a pay check. 
In adaition,,~support'expanding'the educational opportunities in the GI Bill. We c& 
&d&np&ve&mpenwtion by moderni~ng'&litary health.- i d  pFviding top- 
q u d p  childj&:for:Mlitary families. . . . .  
. 91' Throughout my tenure. & Congress, .I have ,pushed; ti, inti&&. benefits for. 

&+ci+s . v $ w s ;  .YOU meniion'ihle V"UD funding si; As I am sw- you know, 
the -Vv approp@tions .bill provides funding for several prpgrams, including . 
ve&.p?heaWf?-ing @d;fofipoor families and,rqny.siienoe,pmgrams. While., . . . .  
the bill.did'$&ludemIncreaSi t6 last y k ? s  VA.budget,%t wriS,sti! low& than the . . 
levc$pret@~ in the Independent Budgei; In addition, other programs tharare funded 

'"&.my comkttee position, I have 

' 

. 

... 

However, vetems who live in eastern Connecticut came to me.andurged me'to , ' ' 

. 

.. 

compensation often fails to mirrdr this responsibility. . . .  

' 

priations, bill were s&iously under funded. ,mer1 considend the . 
thebil1,Ido~dnotsupporfit . . ? .  . . . . . . .  . .  

a .  . . .  
. i  

. .  
: . <.: . . .  

....... - .  . , . . _  . . ' is  . . : . .  
. . .  :, ' .. ' . . I  s. , . 

. . .  . . .  . .  . . . . . . . .  . .  . . .  ... . . .  . .  . " . ..., . : .  
. ! . ; .: . .'. : . .  . '  . I Nancy' L. Johnson (Continuedfrom i g e  IO) ' . :  

' ' . of veterans! use even part of their MGIB benefits proves it doesn't meet their needs. 
. This nation cannot kccp a promise it made to veterans unless the MGIB is brought 

4) Peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, and other overseas deployments have 
put great s@in on military families. Iam very concerned that our military is'shkkhd. 

' tdo thin ii,deploymcnts throughout the world and that the cost of a sustained com- 
mitment of military I'orces abroad has resulted in neglected modernization pr6grams 
and deteriorating force readiness. While the United,States. must continue to be a 

. global leader, we must ensure that other nation's. particularly the countries of the 
' European.Union. share in the burden of reducing conflict and ensuring stability 

throughouthe world. We can only ensure ,quality of life for our trbops, modern&- 
tion, and &diness if we carefully limit overseas deployments and require greater 
cpntributio* from our allies. 

5 )  I have consistently voted for a constitutional ainenhent to prohibit thephysi- 
cal desecaon of thc Flog. f strongly support protecting the flag and the values for 
which it s h d s .  
. 6) are-ektecl I will continue to serve on the.Ways and Means Committee 

whcre I d work to ensure the long-term solvency of Social Secudty, modemize our 
Medicar&&grarn. and reduce the tax buiden on all ht$cans. These are all issues' 
of intkrest,:to the vcrenns' community. As a senior Member of Congress. from' a 
defense pmductioii stale, you can be sure.that I will also continue to'work with my 
colleagu& on the Armed Services and Veterans' Affairs Committees to ensure a 
ready and$trong national defense and quality health care and benefits for our nation's 
veterans.:Ih addition. as thc mother-in-law of a Marine who saw extensive combat 
duty in Vietnam. a 20-year retired naval officer. and a Coast Guard Commander, 1 am 

. ._. 7) I am proud that Congress has increased funding for veterans programs ev- e year'since 1995. when Republicans carhe into the majority. This year's increase 
is anothei:':step in the right direction. You can be sure that I wilt continue to support 
'the funding necessary to give veterans today, and' tomorrow, the quality of health 
care they1.expecf and deserve. 

8) While I was proud to support the largest military pay increase in 20 years, 
we need tg do morc to ensure retention and morale. It is absolutelyunacceptable that 
some military families are living on food stamps. Too many of our capable militaty 
personnel are leaving military service and using their valuable skills in the private 

: into line with today's cost of education . .  
' 

. .  

. . .  

' 

. keenly awqe of the impact of national policies on military families. 
. .  can live in peace and freedom. 

Our nation has the best troops in the world. There are not enough of them on 
activeduw to fulfill all'of the missions in which this adminisbation has involved 
o%.ar@d forces. .While spending 'too much time nway from their families on 

I 'peiacem ~ s s i o n s  and,'fmnkly, at the expense of battle preparation, many 
seivice members vote with 'their feet and bitterly leave the 'military. They 
leave not ab. the military's goodwill ambassadors or as "recruiters" but as 
&ti-recruiters. 

Skply  put, America could not,send the same level of forces to the Persian . 

(Cohinued from page 16) 

. .  



.ts i:Electedib;(, their, pcers to l e d  the American Legion and American Legion Aqiliaty. 
. :.Department af Cortriecticut ure U! Fruzier Brinley.and Mrs. Karen Thompson, pictured 

. : .;tollowink ..*t formal lrtsrulhtibti proceedings. 
:;.. . -. 

.... ': W. $azier . .  Brinley Elected Departtidtment Commander;" 
Karen Thompson, Department President . .  

,-: DuGg the clcction for the coming year, !W. F k i e r  Brinley was elected Dept. 
. I C o m ~ 9 e r ,  with Edward Barry receiving: the nod as Dept. Vice Commander. 
' The AGliary voted Karen Thompson as their President for the coming ye?, 
..wh.ve S!ieila.Sniart received the Senior Vice Presidents position.' 

At.l;?qth convcntions, the Governors, Senators and Other State Officials from 
.. Boys add Girls State, as elected, and those selected to attend BoydGirls Nation, 
. were ia*uced or mentioned to the delegates present. The Junior Shooter p&- 
gram hiid it's top shooter, and the top cadet from t h e h e n c a n  Legion Connebti- 
cut Stae Police Youth Program were introduced to the Legionnaires. The Auxil-, 
iary p&ented eighteen Connecticut Youths with $500.00 Scholarships each. 

. ' Ali:kgionaries and Auxiliary Members enjoyed'the hospitality of the Stam- 
,. -ford S h t o n H o t e l  and the surrounding ,@a. Boh,.+.thy Riordq .agd 1,;wish to 

.;. thank all of &e Legion Family members forthe~helip~d'coopeiatio~iB iielp$g. 
to make this Convention 2000 an enjoyable and productive one. 

. .  I 

.. . ''STO&IN THE NAME OF LOVE" was the song offered by these members of the US0 . . 
Misses of Windham during the 39th Annual VJ Day Parade on August 13th sponsored by 
Moosup Anierictttr Lcgiotr Post 91. ( Photo courtesy Andy Barylski JK): . 

, . - .  . . . .  - . ,  .E'.* .sa. .*n.)p' :.:. 
~ ~ ~ i ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ c h - ~ f t ~ i i  ti& to Icr;ll'~hc +eicai,i,eiiin 'hi 

. ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ O ~ j ~ ~ ~ ~ 9 9 - 2 ~ ' r e ~  ...... paee in f k y t  of a kplica of the L&ry Bel1,'~ioCirtcd 
djacknt to the Hail of Flags in the State Capitol building on Iuly 4th. C o d r  Everett 
Shepard qnd President Debm Knickerbocker represented The American Lcgion Family 
for the D e b m e n t  of Connecticut in the finest tradition ofthe organiation. ( Photo K. 
'Robeif*k) .. . , ' '  . . 

I 
. . 

r. . . . .: . 
Post 76; Unit 76 . 

: . :. 
. ... . . .  

( . .  . . ... . 
. . Elects New Officers . 

... I .  :..i : 
i', *, :. 
:: . .. ' 

of the Murray-Reynolds Post 76 Arnenc? Le- 

I 

., . . . I. 

_ .  



Biedefeld, Hatwintoti Lewis S. Mills High School: Tkgsu& 'Roberto Lopez, Bridgeport, 
Fairfield Prep; Comptroller; Otis Winchestec Souzhington, Southington High School and 
An)r General, Dan Sutrravesi. OM Saybrook, Old SaybroOk High School . . 

8 3  The American Legion believes 
there is no betterway to assure the sur- 7 vival of oiU republic than to train our -- young.people in thc ideal and objec- 
tiyes of American government. . 

. ' . By teaching youth to understand -* and appeiate the basic principles in- 

Kj ?' 

v&ed  inithe successful management 
of'a dem@xatic society, we can keep 

. 5 h e r i c a  strong and cnsure freedom for 
4 :: . futurege+rations. 

' :;., Thescj: are the distinguished and. 
~ e Iopg-stan@g objectives of American 
i &&ion BGys Swtes. They are accom-. 
,. P!#shed qlpW3b.j unique Sum??@'me.: .. programi,one that emphasizes not 
5 , ciassmo&lectures or textbook leam- 
: .&g, but pirticipation and pcrsonal.ex- 

p.grie"&ib a modcl statc, complete . 
...- with .its governing bodies and elected, 

'' BoysrState was founded, and its 
courses 6f instruction designed,. to 
&pp!eecnt the information tiugtit iri ' 
high schwl civics classes. Boys State 
6aches'that our form of government 
i s  good,:but that its preservation de- / @ends on-intelligent, informed, and 

' loyal citizens in combination with an, 
honest a~@ impartial administration of 

' 

L 'L...' 

i pUbiiC officiajs. 

, 

. .  j. 

government activities. Young men ch+ 
sen to be Boys State citizens can look 
forward to a wonderful. and chdleng: 
ing experience. 
. Attendees .can .acquire a better 
understanding and deeper regard for. 
.our nation's :legacy. of freedom and 
democracy. 

Am&& LegionBoys State 
As a program of The American 

Legion,:Boyrs State developed from the 
concept +at youth should be offered a 
better perspective of the practical. op- 

. eration of govemment: that the indi- 
.iii$G,is .w;iqtqel pe.aipd, ~q-iii-' 
surately'responiibl? for ',the CliinicF 
and success of his government. 

As Such;, it, is. an activjty of:high: 
education$,value, bom. out of a need 
for you$ triini.ng in,:practicG citizen- . .:. ship. ' . _. i ' > ' i '  .. . , .. . 

of government and to impress-upon 
them the fact that govemment is  just 
what they makeit. " ." .. 

'?  L E G l O h A l k  INCREASES MEMBERSNIP attendance at Post meetings: Joseph ' 

VicDomho. a 36 y a r  member of the John H.Collins Post 24 is shown congmtulating. 
, Wlliam+pa o t i  his 50 yews of continuous membership with The American kgion. 
Joe, is a member who goes the extra mile by reminding members of the post's regular 
monthly meetings. He makes over 100phone calls each month with a positive result. 
Membership attetttlance at posz's meetings have increased from four members zo over: 

. . twenty five at each tneetinR during zhe past year: I 

.. C.. .. ..._..._ i .- .. 

. .. 
Thursday September 21,2000 at'6:30 P.M. . .  . 

.. . 
' ,~ .: BuffetDinner . 

...-. .::American Legion Post 156,35 ,Neptune &e., MoOaus.'CT 06469 
'.. ..I' i , Donation $20.00 per person 

' .. . ' For InfoMtion contact Ed Bany at (860) 873-8702 
' ,_ 

(Paid for by the East Haddam Republican Town Committee) 

. .:- , ... * 
' .:- 
i! . 

. .  . .  
..:. . .. . . _.. . . ' .  

. . .  .... 
. - .. 

. .  
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ROB?SIMMOhrS, a Vietnam veteran and United States Congressional candidate, met 
with fillow vetewns at a fundraiser sponsored by the Mettram Veterans ofAmerica recently 
in,He%&n Connecticut. Wetnam veteran Hiland B. Doolinle, authorof "The Last Parade" 
spokq'with Simmons concerning the plight of POW/uLA's and presented him with a COD 
of his,work . .  : .  

Election 2000 .issue , (COnrinueffimpage 13) ; 
&lf',today'that were deployed in the Gulf War. In 1987, there were 2.1 million 
milithy seivice members on active duty. Today, with a 300 percent increase in 
c o e t m e n t s  itround the world, that number is 1.36 million; few& troops are 
carrying a heavier operational load. The Navy had 583,000 unifo*ed service 
members and 435 battle-force ships in 1987. Today, those numbers :are 385,000 
sailors and 3 I3 ships, one-third of which will be deployed on any given day; the 
decline in naval surface fire support in battle could put the lives of U.S. ground 
troops at a considerably higher risk. Air Force active-duty strength has declined 
from 609,000 io 372.000 since 1987. The Army has been downsized from 14 to 
1 0  divisions since 1993. 

Downsizing the military is just the tip of the iceberg. In'another potentially 
serious blow to readiness, the administration is poised to end 60 years of Navy- 
Marine Corps training at the Navy's Vieques base, the only base in the Atlantic 
where such \itid preparation for battle can take place. 

The pay is not good enough to retain many of d e  best and brightest service 
members. The Pentagon estimates about 6,300 Loops receive' "food stamps." 
Recruitment hos become more of a challenge as young people hear horror stories 
from,the media, veterans, service members and former disgruntled service mem-' 
bers?As high school and college graduates weigh higher-paying civilian options 
- paiticularly as military retirees await the frke health care they were promised 
and Korean War veterans who fought at No Gun Ri are raked over the media's 
coals- the military struggles to meet its recruitment goals. 

3 growing number of high school principals (more than 600 now) refuse to 
gradmilitary recruiters equal access to students, which m&es a bad situation 
unbeyable for the armed forces. Both the Armyand the Navy will fail to meet 
the&.ofTicer recruitment goals for a fifth consecutive'year. The Reserve Officer 
qTrai@ng Corps, through which more than half the .military's line officers a& 
'codssioned, is projected to fall short of its year 2000 goal. Numerous college 
ROTC programs were closed during the downsizing of the 1990s. Even the ser- 
viceacademies are a hard sell today, despite the prestigious, top-notch and virtu- 
ally .free education they offer. These dangerous developments accompany the 
attempted arms buildups by Iraq and North Korea as well as China's bid to be- 

.Prior to the commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War in 
Seoyl, I stood in the Demilitahzed Zone and joint security area al0ngside:U.S. 
troops. Staring North, Korean soldiers right in the 'eyes reminded me that' the 
United States must not be lulled into complacency by .North Korea's possibly 
short-lived and currency-driven diplomacy. Further, Permanent Normalized Trade 
Relations with China can only foster that communist country's military build-up 
and bolster its antagonism against Taiwan. 

Despite all the careless moves in defense policy, some candidates will tell 
. you ,*at a strong national defense is too costly. However, history teaches us that 
.fail& defense .policy, .in terms of bloodshed, is far more costly than adequate 
defeee spending. As Sir Johh Cotesworth Slessor, Marshal of the British,Royal 
Air Force, said in 1954, "... the most important social service that a government 
can'do for its people is to keep them alive and free." 

:Some candidates will say the Cold War is over and it is time,.for defense,to 
take;a back seat. It is up to ordinary working Americans to challenge those my+ 

.pic ' Pollyannas to remember the bloody lesson learned at Pearl 
Harbor in :I 94 I ,  when our defense had been weakened and our.nationa1 con- 
.science was distracted from inevitable war: the simple-minded ideaxhat there'is 
no threat is rhc greatest threat of all. 
. -We all understand our nation's most pressing problem..On NOV. 7; we should 
be a part of the solution. Set 'aside the polls, pundits and prognostications. Votk 
for the candidates who take seriously the constitutional imperative to "provide 
for the common defense." There is no free speech, no free elections and no fret+ 
market economy without those who serve in the Army, Navy; Air Force, M a h e  
Corps and Coast Guard to preserve and protect our rights and liberties. There is 
no free lunch - even in an election year. 

-National Commander AI Lance is the elected leader'of the 2.8-pillion mem- 
ber 'American Legion, the nation's largest vetenmi organization. ' 

c o ~  the dominant force in Asia.. . .. 

' 

'L. . 

. . .  . . .  

.: .. 
'-' :: The Loid vett%m admiiisdtion off& provided ti&ly updated in- 
ifo&tion pertaihg to veterans benefits for b6th veterans and theuspouses. 
Se$eral local officials *m the Southwest Connecticut towns were i n n  
+jeci to either or both of $e conventions.' . 
' . Activitick outside.the .convention us included events for both the I 

. .herican Legion and Americth'Legion Auxiliary. A youth luncheon with 
. : fo*-six' people in attendance enjoyed an All-American,Hamburger Plate i-g'. .... .. ~Lu$h,:.The :PDC Luncheon;: where':six&n past..commanders enjoyed a .. 
$hotplate lunch..@d co&,Kp. A So\_diers,:Sailors igd Marine Fund 

D$ner was held on Friday Evening. 
" 'The American Legion Auxiliary held thek Annual Banquet with one 
. hundred people at a sit down dinner on Thursday evening: The Past Presi- 
.' da%Breakfast was a fund raiseifor youth scholarships. and a distinguished 
;;guest luncheon was held on Friday. 

. 

. 

. 

l& Deprtment of Connecticut was honokd to have two v e j  pn&inent' Lcgwnnains 
mend'our.Convention iti July, and who were. the gwsts of Commander Shepanl at 
d i y e i  Picturedon the IejI'is'National Wce Commander Robert Neville who hilsfrorn 
L0;rig"jSkmd W C  Neville's' region covers the northeast pa% of the United States and 
dhies.&ll him away from home ofien. Vrriiing Connecticut w& one of the shorter trips he 
hqs ma& this year in service to America's veterans.Seated next to Neville is Lcgionnain 
Ric S a t ~ ~ s  from the Depament of Maryiand. oficiaI& recogniud as a candiaizteJor 

i~atiiijal~omrirondo: ; . . , . .  -. , ...: . - : :  , .  ' . .  

D i d &  pnsident Mrs. Mqryy'Lisieski, Unit 17 NaUgOrriek during the annual l&talht* 
cennyny for Department Oficers cot.ductedfollowingthe close of the 2000Departrnent 
Convgntion. 

. .  . . . :  .,......._ . . . I . .  .. 



FLAG DAE.Pictured iibove diwing Flag day activities conducted by Post 76 are; JrSA 
row, lefr to ,right, George Breitlcr; Anthony. Rescigno a+ Anthony Manqini. I n  front a h  
Andrew G q a n o  and James Hexter. , . .  . . . .  

Annual Flag Day Program ' . 

. <  

_ .  . . .  at MontoweseSchool i ,  . 
. . .  A m e n F  Legion Veteran George Breuler, First Selectman A$hony Rescigno, 
i d  Principal Anthony Mancini spoke to children about .the importance of the 
American Flag in history and reminded children to think about what it has meant 
to us as Americans. Two children, Andrew G.argano and James Hexter re'd their 
essays owthe topic "What it  means to be American." which was sponsored by 
North Haven's own American Legion - Murray Reynolds Post 76. 

*. . - 

?epahmg& 0fi.cer.r inarch behind Color Guard in the Annual VJ Day parade in Moosup 
on Augus$3". Frorrt rank from. lefr are Alternate NEC K. Robert h i s ,  1999-2000 
Depa- Conimurider Everett G. Shepard, .2000 - 2001 Department Commander W 
Frazier Bhkley. Secotid rank.Adjutant for Stonnington Post S8Anny Colokl Rob Simmons 
;Depa&nt Assistmt Sgt at Arms Ed Carney, and Department Sr. Kce Commander Ed 
Barry. Pichired'to tlic rear ure Assistant Sgt at  Arms Jean LoFqntaine', and 4h District 
Commander Earl Mrycr. 

~ ~~~~ 

1.. Post -: 76 . Memorial Day Parade . .  . .  Success : 
. . . . . .  

' Parade Chairman George H. The' Selectmen of .North Haven 
Breuler waves to the crowd on Church lead the delegation oflocal,'state,. in- 
:Street in3he center of North Haven. vited officials and,clergy.. . . . .  
i:' 'ThiGyear's parade. 2000, is 'the 
.11 th cons@utive parade that Breule,has 
k e n  chairman of. It has tumed out to . . 

'be the lafgest Memorial Day Parade in. :. 
Connecticut and is  held on the Satur- , ' 

day of the Holiday weekend. There are. 
approximately 60 units and 15-16' 
bands in this memorial to our Veter- 
'f"s. : 

..: I Parade units hiive includedvarious. 
.'&a veterans organizations, such a s .  
'members of host Post 76 and its' aux., . 
Arnvets Post 9 and its' Aux., Veterans . 

.$f Foriegn Wars. Korean and Vietnam 
.Veterans; the Gulf War Veterins and 
-also Veterans froin Canada and En- 
gluid. " 

. . In addition to all the marches, there 

. is the 2nd Co. Governor's Foot Guard 
and the Governor's Horse Guard, this 
Year with 16 horses. A fly over was uro- 
,;ides by the Air Nstionh Guard. George H. Breuler at this yeur's Memorial 

Day Parade, Post 76, North Haven. ' 

.{~~ii@i$poma&e.io oUr.f@lencomrades from.all wars., ; :. : bi. .:.. ... 

;?: $.,it:w+s.vciry+eari w+g tosie.all.,the,spectam+ aong$e.line of.: +; 
. ' . ~ r n ~ ~ ~ ~ u t ~ g l o u r , ~ A r n ~ ~ . . ~ a g . $ s  it passed by, and knowing: the.:: 

p&pl%!were there to pay $eir?sp&ts. to, those who.paid the:supFme.. 
. . , -:I.! . ::, -. . 

, !. a':. May,,we say "Thank you" to Gwrge Breuler and his committee of 
~ ,;,: tlie)M&norial Day parade who did a splendid job of organizing, plan- 
,:'/,,.ning &d making sure every unit We in their proper place:, .: .' 

s&fie.lto keei, *menc.fiee. a ,  ,,, :,;: . ;*, . % . . ." - 

' 

... 

~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ . . .  
.. . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . .  ... >',. .:, . .  . .  . . .  . , I  . . 

a .  . 

Pktutkd e (1-r) *District Pmsident Alice Sa&&- I* Dishcr Pmsideh,Ja&t J e 5 &  
tm& L?epa!muntSec~tary/lkasumr Rita Bajlski. &hid  them arc 5"L District Pmsident 
Peggy JUikson a@ 1999-2w A e i l i a j  Ppartmint Pksident Debbig Knickerbocker. . .  . .  . . . . . . . .  

. .  . . . .  a........ ...... ,C_ .............. .I ,'-z.d--' ::.... - . .  
- -. -_-. 



Robert Jenkins. holding a folded American' Flag; is .pictued during a recent'"F1ag. ': 
'Folding" program. Looking on are Bill Pidlipchak and Peggy Jenkins. All three are, ., ' 

. s ~  .. members of ihe Flag history team. 
. 

. ... 
. . .  

F; ' 

. .  I _. . .  
. I . North Haven Post 76'Meeting Dates : ' . 

. B  

bs: i! ' . 

' ' .  
. '  

... 2 

-Second District, meeting: The Second District, department of Connecticut,,; ? 
'American Legion, will meet on Wed., June 14. in the Hany R. Baplett Post 89,;. 
American Legion home, 576 Thompson Ave., East Haven.,June 14 is Flag Day,. . .: ; : 

. .  .. . ..! ' j  5 

: ?'bond Dis.trict commander Tim Perrotti announced that the annu~'e1ectio.n~~~. 

$j . 

. .  . ... . . , .' 
&,g& :@ .,. p&e fiy,your American Flag. A .  . _ .  
' 

. .. .. . 

I. ..! :. Day Service I . .-. . i' . .. 
:.: :+ .Post 76 Noah Haven Ameri- 
$ c+.LegiOn'& planning to hold. 
;; a~~eter&.:'Mernorial Day sex-' 
.. v i e .  Sunday, November 12 at' 
': @e World:W& II Memorial on 

' i  

. .4thDidct C o d e r  Eorl M w r  ar!d ' i . . 
._ 'S:.. Kce.:Commander Alfred' Dtyher .. 
. aamiZ6eteIoIu &hographic,.&ta .at ,, 
, :mhbekthip t e e  Seminar,at Pwt 136.' . I  
. .. 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . .. -:. . . . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  . . .. . . 



 ink^' for Police 
. ":Youth Week 

B a r  '&erica n 1.xgio n , 
I 'would like to thank the 

American Legion for giving me, 
the opportunity to attend the . 
American Legion State Police 
YouthiWeek; . 

lt'was an honor' to have re- 
ceived one of the Commandants. 

I awards that was given. I'm sorry 
I was;-:.not able to attend the . 
You@.:Luncheon. 

' Mkimmediate goal is to fin- , 

ish hi& school and join the 
.Marine Corps, take college 
c o u q  while I'm in the Marine 

' My future goal is to further 
my college education, and try to 
get e p t e d  to the Connecticut 
State Police Academy. 

I 'know the scholarship 
money is being put to good use 
but I.*y not bc able to use. the 
funds due to Ihc Marinc Corps. 
I h o g h a t  the American Legion 
continues State Police Youth 
Weekin the filmre because it 
was the best thing I have ever 
doneyfor myself. Thank you 
agai$for making this happen for 
me. ..<! 
.:;. ..j;: Sir m&, 
:. ... i -'iTrevo.r 22.. Krilly, \Villirigton. 

corps.: 

1: ! 

.. :. 

.i ...-: ..>. . 

Each American bgion member cani 
including the Flag Americans salute today 

fives to:protec! our flag from captur 
;q &sec@tion by any individual, cour 

::i Rec@ the vivid imagery of yoli 
.!own flasexperience. and the memor 
'of the " f i g  Rgsing at Iwo Jima", th 
' marching~colonials,. Washington cross 
..+g 'the elaware,  and the flag flyin 
';&rougti;all of our wars. The flag ha 
;been held high and up front by th 
.$load of. patriots. 
'i,, &nt years surveys have show 
:eat;ci@ns overwhelmingly suppor 

. .  .legislation to protect our flag from will 
' ..:ful and$urposeful desecration. Th 
. .konstitutional . ._  .amendment to do ths 

:'. .i.was?wok$ against by Messrs. Dodc 
I &iebe&, and Shays. These men ha 

. .  
i t ry ,ormup. .  

' 

:and. money it takes to remove thes 
persons from the public payroll. Ther 
are patriots who are willing to servc 
How would you like to serve in battl 
next to someone who would not pro 
tect owTIag? Let us show them thei 

Edgar D. Gate 
Greenwic 

. 

' 

shame.?.. ' ... 

Next cameIthe.Grand.Union El 

. .  . .. .::..; ._ .." '.. : .  '. . were together. .. ' . . -  
The Connecticut State Flag revealed the tiadition &d pride.we have in our state. 

Having.been adopted as our official Flag in l'897,. it f&res thiee grapevines, sup- 
ported and bearing fruit. said to be symbolic of religion,,liberty.and knowledge. The 
words in Latin, at the bottom of the Flag, a&stifi'the:motto of our state; "He who 

The last flag carried in the program, wd: the p&nt flag. of 50,stars and 13. 
stripes. Known as the "Star Spangled Band' ;  it hk r&fl&ted the story of the Ameri-'. 
can Union, ,which has'prosped and grown from a small beginning of 13 Colonies 
along the Atlantic seaboard to!its present wealth &d pqWer,..comprising 50 states. 

. - .  transplanted, still sustains." * . -. 

' * .  -I+ the Coin+ticut: kgionniire 

spaper,:+,- m, theF was an 
: excellent article on thekjction by the . 

. .  . ve@&. .. ' . .: ' I -  . . .. . 

tion in November;I ah'hoping'tliat all 

: Both senamis &.Up. 

search for all World Wu, IJ 'Veterans 
who served with airmied Forces or- . 
ganization on the:Anzio Beachhead ' 

(also supported by airi Naval support 
or nurses).during the period of Janu- 
ary 22,1944 through May 25.1944. 

For. more information, please con- 
. tact: David Oglesby, public relations, 
11208 V\!las on .the Green Drive, 
Riverview, FL. 33569-7109. 

Yes, I &m a member of the Anzio 
Beachhead Veterads Association and I 
. undersmd :Mystic ,was considered a 

ite for our national convention. 

' r&ently entertained the 12 Candidates 
:-which the Pokt is sen-g to the Boys 
@ite and Girls S.t& Conventioqs this 
'!year. Six bdys a d s u  s l s  will &nd. 

' . The: splpenrs .<*b eager audi- 
ence ahd question+ &e moderator at 
lengthzon cdrrect procedure, knowing 
it would be of, value. to them at the 
Conventions. ' 




